
 VIVA VERDI 
A small tribute to a great 
man, composer, Italian. 



Giuseppe Verdi 

• What do you know about Giuseppe Verdi? 
What does modern Western society offer 
everyday about him and his works? Plenty 
more than you would think.  

• Commercials with his most famous arias, such 
as “La donna  e` nobile”, from Rigoletto, are 

invading the air time of television… 

• Movies and cartoons have also plenty of his 
arias… 



 
What about stamps from all over the world carrying his 

image? 

 • There are hundreds of them…. 



and coins and medals… 



…and banknotes? Well, those 
only in Italy,  

that I know of…. 



Statues of him are all over the world… 



….and we have Verdi Squares and 
Verdi Streets 



And let’s not forget the many theaters 
with his name… 



His operas even became comic books… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Well, he was a famous composer… but it’s that 
the only reason? Let’s look into that… 

 



Giuseppe  Fortunino Francesco Verdi 

Born Joseph Fortunin François Verdi on October 
10, 1813 in a village near Busseto, in Emilia 
Romagna, at the  

time part of  

the First French  

Empire. He was  

therefore born 

French! 



Giuseppe Verdi 

He was refused admission by the Conservatory of 
Milan because he did  

not have enough talent…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

…that Conservatory  

now carries his name. 

 



In Busseto,  Verdi met   
Antonio Barezzi, a local 

merchant and music lover, 
who became his patron, 

financed some of his 
studies and helped him 

throughout the dark 
years… 



 
 

Thanks to Barezzi, Verdi went to  

Milano to take private lessons.  

He then returned to his town,  

where he became the town  

music master. 



Verdi also became music teacher for 
Barezzi’s daughter and love blossomed 
between the two. Giuseppe Verdi 
married Margherita Barezzi in 1836.  
 
She gave him 2 children, but  
they both died as infants. 
 
Then, in 1840, she also died of 
encephalitis. See a trend? 



Well, it gets worse…  

He was working at his 2nd opera when 
the wife died… The opera was a flop and 
he vowed to give up writing  

music.  

The impresario of La Scala  

had seen his previous opera  

and believed in him. He  

convinced him to write again. The opera 
“Nabucco” was born. 



The compelling story of the Jewish people’s 
escape from slavery… It was a success!! 

And more, much more…. 



The choir of the Jewish slaves yearning for their 
land… “Va pensiero, sull’ali dorate…” 
Fly, thought, on wings of gold; go settle upon 
the slopes and the hills, where, soft and mild, 
the sweet airs of our native  
land smell  
fragrant! 
 



…Oh, my country, 
so beautiful and 
lost! …What did 
these words 
bring to the 
Italians of the 
time? Hope in 
the creation of a 
new country, 
ITALY. 



“VIVA VERDI” was soon 
born…  

Viva Vittorio Emanuele Re 
D’Italia was the true 

meaning people wanted to 
express when they said 

aloud VIVA VERDI! 
 



Verdi was also a patriot and people believed that 
he wrote Nabucco with that intention… We’ll 
never know for sure… 



What we know is that he wrote “La Battaglia di 
Legnano” specifically as “an opera with a 
purpose”, that is,  
the Italian patriots  
finally had an opera  
story they could  
identify with… 



The Italians united 
against the emperor 
Barbarossa! What a 
message….No 
wonder when the 
Kingdom of Italy was 
born in 1861 he was 
elected to the 
Chamber of Deputies 
and in 1874 was 
named Lifetime 
Senator by the King… 



HE DID NOT WRITE ONLY OPERAS, THOUGH… 

Giuseppe Verdi 
wrote a total of 29 
operas and he is 
the most 
performed opera 
composer in the 
world as of today.  



He wrote the 
famous 
“Requiem Mass” 
in honor of the 
great Italian 
writer 
Alessandro 
Manzoni… 



…and four sacred 
works, i Quattro 
pezzi sacri, which 
can be performed 
together or 
separately:  

Ave Maria,  

Stabat Mater, 
Laudi alla Vergine 
Maria and  

Te Deum…. 



For the people here 
tonight who are worried 
about his personal life, I 
assure you that after the 
tragedies Verdi 
encountered, there were 
happy days…. Giuseppe 
Verdi married again, this 
time a soprano, 
Giuseppina Strepponi, in 
1859…. 



 and after her death he found company in 
another soprano, Teresa Stolz. 
He definitely loved music…and sopranos (not the 
TV show). 



…MACBETH, ERNANI, RIGOLETTO,  
IL TROVATORE, LA TRAVIATA… 

As I said at the beginning, you know his 
works in many ways. Some of you may 
be opera aficionados and know well… 
 



…the famous “Aida”… 



Or maybe you know it because of the many movies it has been 
played in… Regardless, you know Verdi and today you may have 
discovered a little more about him… enough to look into his life 
and works, I hope. He deserved it. 


